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proportion of clerical and professional workers who live outside is
higher than this. It is clear that the volume of this daily movement
is rapidly increasing, and its bearing upon local administration and
finance is now becoming evident in Oxford, as it has already become
elsewhere.
Enough has been said to show that the changes in population
which have taken place in the Area in recent years are revolutionary
in character. No thorough explanation of these changes can be
attempted, however, within the limits of this chapter, since it is
obvious that for such an explanation the industrial situation in the
Area must be considered and this aspect of the Survey is dealt with
in the chapters which follow. Nevertheless, it is perhaps of value
to point out one or two lesser factors which have influenced the re-
distribution of population within the Area.
Amongst these lesser factors the comparative facilities in different
parts of the Area for road transport may be mentioned. The new
satellite villages of Kidlington, Wheatley, and Eynsham are all
situated along classified CA' roads, as is Woodstock, which is rapidly
losing its autonomous character and becoming yet another residential
satellite. Unless public planning of development is more effec-
tive in the future than in the past, it appears probable that all four
places will soon be connected with Oxford by continuous lines of
ribbon building along these roads. The completion, since the date
of the 1931 census, of the northern by-pass road from Eynsham via
Cassington, Wolvercote, and Marston to Heading-ton, has opened
up another large region to suburban influences. Of the 'rural'
parishes in the Area, most of those which showed increases of popula-
tion of more than 10 per cent, between iyzi and 1931 are traversed
by classified roads, and, except on the extreme fringes of the Area,
hardly any parishes so traversed showed declines or increases of less
than 10 per cent.
Until very recently the distribution of new houses and settlement
has been entirely unaffected by any element of public control. The
sporadic development in villages all over the Area, which especially
characterized the years just before and after 1931, was certainly partly
accounted for by the failure of the supply of new houses in Oxford
and the immediate neighbourhood to keep pace with the demand,
and also by the prevalence of building, speculative or otherwise,
by small firms, who could not afford to lay out compact estates.
In the more recent phase of the kst three or four years, con-
struction in and adjoining Oxford itself has been accelerated, and
increasingly undertaken by public authorities and by large-scale